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Note: The initial procedural stages are described in relation to each particular 
jurisdiction under The Lands Tribunal’s jurisdictions. This section covers other 
aspects of procedure. 

   

1. General  

Cases in the Lands Tribunal are normally decided after a hearing before a 
member that either follows the standard procedure in courts of law or is 
conducted informally under the simplified procedure. Where the parties 
agree, however, the Tribunal may determine proceedings without an oral 
hearing. The Lands Tribunal Rules 1996 gives the Tribunal power to make 
a range of orders before the proceedings reach the stage at which they are 
ready to be determined. In particular a party may be required to produce 
documents and to provide information, to provide a list of documents that 
have been in his possession, and to make a statement in the form of a 
pleading. The Tribunal may order the lodging of experts’ reports and other 
witness statements and may require the parties to produce an agreed 
statement of facts and issues. It may give directions as to the time within 
which steps are required to be taken, and in the case of default it may 
dismiss the proceedings or debar a party from taking any further part in 
them. A pre-trial review may be held so that the Tribunal can give 
directions for securing the just, expeditious and economical disposal of the 
proceedings. It may order any issue to be disposed of as a preliminary 
issue at a preliminary hearing. 

2. The overriding objective  

In exercising its powers under the rules the Tribunal will be guided by the 
overriding objective set out in the Civil Procedure Rules (although these 
have no formal application to Lands Tribunal proceedings). That objective 
is to deal with cases justly through ensuring that parties are on an equal 
footing, that expense is saved, and that cases are dealt with expeditiously 
and fairly and are allotted an appropriate share of the Tribunal’s resources. 
The principle of proportionality will be applied throughout, so that cases are 
dealt with in ways which are proportionate to the amount of money 
involved, the importance of the case, the complexity of the issues and the 
financial position of each of the parties. The Tribunal expects the parties to 
assist in furthering the overriding objective. For its part the Tribunal will 
seek actively to manage cases by identifying the issues at an early stage 
and by arranging for their determination in accordance with the rules in 
order to achieve the overriding objective. 



3. Simplified procedure  

With the consent of the applicant (or appellant or person claiming 
compensation) the registrar may direct that a case should follow the simplified 
procedure. The objective is to move to a hearing as quickly as possible and 
with the minimum of formality and costs. In most cases a date for the hearing, 
about 3 months ahead, will be fixed immediately, and the parties will be 
required to file a statement of case and a reply. They must, not later than 14 
days before the hearing, exchange copies of all documents on which they 
intend to rely, and experts’ reports must be exchanged not later than 7 days 
before the hearing. The hearing is informal and strict rules of evidence do not 
apply. It will almost always be completed in a single day. Except in 
compensation cases, to which particular statutory provisions on costs apply, an 
award of costs is made only in exceptional circumstances. The procedure is 
suited to straightforward and simple cases, normally where the amount at 
stake is small and where the decision will not have implications for other 
cases.  


