
Lands Tribunal 

Frequently asked questions 

1. What types of cases does the Lands Tribunal deal with? 

The main types are: 

• Rating Appeals: Appeals against decisions of Valuation Tribunals 
concerning the rateable value of commercial, industrial and other non-
domestic property.  

• Compulsory Purchase: Disputed valuations of compulsorily purchased land 
or property.  

• Land Compensation: Claims for compensation for loss of value arising from 
public works, such as noise nuisance from new roads.  

• Restrictive Covenants: Applications to lift or modify restrictive covenants on 
land, so that development or change of use can take place.  

• Leasehold Reform: Appeals against decisions of Leasehold Valuation 
Tribunals concerning the price payable by a tenant to a landlord for the 
freehold of a property.  

In addition, there are several less common types of case. 

For more information go to The Lands Tribunal’s Jurisdictions 

   

2. How are cases begun? 

The person wishing to begin a case must send a written notice to the Registrar giving 
all the necessary information and accompanied by the fee. The exact form of notice 
will vary according to the type of case, but the form must always include the 
description of the land or premises in question, the names and addresses of all the 
parties to the matter and their representatives, and the Act giving rise to the dispute. 
Suitable blank forms are issued free on request by the Tribunal office, or may be 
printed from the website; or parties may type out their own text. 

For more information go to Lands Tribunal Rules 1996 as amended, Practice 
Directions and Forms 

   

3. What fees and costs may I have to pay? 

The Lands Tribunal is required to charge a lodging fee (for registering a new case), a 
hearing fee, and certain other fees during the case. The amounts vary according to 
the type and size of case. The fee scales are liable to be varied from time to time. 
The Tribunal has no discretion to waive fees. Cheques must be made payable to 
"HM. Paymaster General". 

For more information go to Lands Tribunal (Fees) Rules 1996. 

   



The Tribunal has power similar to that of the High Court to make an order for costs 
payable by any party to the proceedings. The general rule is that the successful party 
ought to receive his costs, but the Tribunal will have regard to all the circumstances, 
including the conduct of the parties and the degree of success. No costs are awarded 
where, in small and straightforward cases, the simplified procedure is followed.  

For more information go to Practice Directions . 

Any person considering starting or opposing a case should consider the risks 
involved carefully and would be well advised to seek professional advice. 

   

4. Will there be a hearing in court? 

Probably, yes. The usual way of resolving a dispute is for a hearing to take place in 
court, with each party putting forward evidence and arguments, and each witness 
being cross-examined by the opposing side. The rules also provide a procedure for 
cases to be dealt with on written representations, but this requires the consent of both 
parties and is not usually appropriate. 

For more information go to Procedure and Practice Directions . 

   

5. How long will it all take? 

That depends on the nature of the case. If the parties prepare all the documents 
promptly and are able to attend a hearing at an early date, the Tribunal is able to 
move quickly; but in most cases, especially if they are large and complex, the parties 
find that getting their case ready for hearing takes several months. It is the objective 
of the Tribunal to dispose of cases at the earliest possible date consistent with the 
need for fairness. If you are ready to proceed and anxious for an expeditious 
outcome, at any time you can apply to the Tribunal for an early hearing date. 

For more information see Practice Directions . 

   

6. Do I need to instruct representatives? 

You may if you choose to conduct your own case and appear on your own behalf at 
the hearing, (except that limited companies and corporate bodies must be 
represented). Parties usually, however, instruct solicitors to act for them, and in most 
cases counsel appear at the hearing. The Tribunal corresponds only with the 
solicitors concerned so long as they are on the record. Chartered surveyors are 
usually engaged to appear as expert witnesses, but the Tribunal considers that they 
should not act both as advocate and as expert witness other than in simple cases 
where there is a particular need to limit costs. Permission may be granted by the 
Tribunal on application, which should be made prior to the hearing. 

 


