
Canute II, Hardicanute (1040-42 AD) 
 
Hardicanute took the throne of Denmark at the death of his father Canute, in 1035. He was 
also the rightful heir to England's throne, but was prevented from coming there to claim it. 
Meanwhile, his illegitimate half-brother, Harold Harefoot, was made king in 1037. Hardicanute 
launched an expedition to claim the throne, but Harold died before he could arrive. Upon his 
arrival in England, he was elected king. Thereupon, he levied a punishing "fleet-tax" on the 
people to pay for the expenses of his unnecessary expedition. He was personally disliked and 
his reign was short and unsuccessful. He died of convulsions at a drinking party in June, 
1042.  

Canute II's Genealogy 
A guide to the monarch's ancestors and offspring. These trails can lead you through the 
history of Europe's royal houses and to some unexpected places. 

Hardicanute, the son of Canute and Emma of Normandy, was 
born in 1018. He inherited Denmark on his father's death in 
1035, but was unable to come to England immediately to claim 
the throne. The Witan elected his half-brother, Harold Knutsson, 
as king instead.  
 
Hardicanute organised an invasion of England but before he 
arrived, Harold died. He imposed a savage fleet-tax and this 
made him extremely unpopular with the English people. 
Hardicanute died in June 1042 after a drinking party.  

The Witan (Old English witenagemot, moot or meeting) was the 
term used to describe the council summoned by Anglo-Saxon 
kings. These meetings of aldermen, thanes and bishops 
discussed royal grants of land, church matters, charters, 
taxation, customary law, defence and foreign policy. The 
succession of a new king had to be approved by the Witan.  
 
The composition of the Witan was not set and the size of the 
assembly depended on what was being discussed and where it 
was held. For example, meetings were larger during religious 
festivals and when the king was resident in one of his palaces. 

 


