
THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
 
Under the provisions of the Human Rights Act 1998, which came into force in this region on 2nd October 
2000, the European Convention On Human Rights now effectively applies to UK law. 

The act comprises Articles and Protocols (amendments) 
 

ARTICLE ONE OF PROTOCOL ONE: 
“Every natural or legal person is entitled to the peaceful enjoyment of his possessions. No-one shall be 
deprived of his possessions except in the public interest and subject to the conditions provided for by law 
and by the general principles of international law. The preceding provisions shall not however in any 
way impair the right of a State to enforce such laws as it deemed necessary to control the use of property 
in the general interest or to secure the payment of taxes or other contributions or penalties. 
 

ARTICLE SEVENTEEN: 
“Nothing in this convention may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person, any right to 
engage in any activity, or perform any act aimed at the destruction of any rights and freedoms set forth 
herein or at their limitation to a greater extent than is provided for in the Convention.” 
 
It would appear that the Government has the absolute ability to deprive someone of their possessions in the 
public interest, but having so deprived them, then there must be compensation. 
 

THE RIGHT TO PROPERTY 
Property is not just tangible things, it also includes intellectual property. Accordingly rights can constitute 
property. If the right to manage, and the right to nominate insurers have a value, then it would be an 
interesting exercise to establish what protection those rights have under the Convention. 
 

IS THERE AN EXPERT ON THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS OUT 
THERE THAT CAN HELP US BEAT THE LEGISLATORS WITH THEIR OWN STICK? 

[Incidentally, we already have a very credible valuer of non-tangible rights in mind] 
 


