
Before you sign 
A tenancy agreement is a legally binding contract between the tenant and the landlord. 
Certain terms and conditions will apply regardless of whether they are expressly included 
in the contract (e.g. payment of rent by the tenant, the landlord's obligations on repairs 
etc). 

Other terms and conditions can be agreed between the tenant and the landlord and added 
to the contract. Providing these are not contrary to the law they are binding. 

It is very important therefore that both parties read the whole of the contract very 
carefully. If either party is not clear about something they are advised not to sign 
without first seeking advice. 

Things to look out for: 

1. The landlord must provide a name and an address. Under section 48 Landlord and 
Tenant Act 1987 no rent is legally due until this information has been provided. 
Once provided all the rent to date will be due.  

2. The contract must state how much rent is payable and how often.  
3. Is it a joint tenancy? (i.e. are one of the tenants responsible for the whole of the 

rent of the property if one of the tenants leaves early?)  
4. Who is responsible for carrying out repairs? (Regardless of what is contained 

within the contract, the landlord is under a legal duty to carry out repairs to the 
structure, exterior and installations of the property).  

5. Does the rent include any bills and if not which bills either party liable for?  
6. Is the agreement called a "licence"? If so, the tenant should seek legal advice as 

this gives the tenant very limited rights and may not be a licence at all!  
7. Does the landlord own the property? If it is mortgaged the tenant may be at risk of 

sudden eviction without a court order if the landlord defaults on their mortgage 
payments.  

8. Has an inventory been agreed? (i.e. a list of fittings in the property and their 
condition). This can be very important at the end of the tenancy agreement if there 
is dispute between the tenant and the landlord over alleged damage to the 
property.  


